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(%) Itisnot possibleto say any-
thing about one leaving aside the

other and like Laksman Chilarai did
everything for hisbrother asthemin-
Ister and a so the General Command-
ing State force. Selfless Service to
theking and kingdomwashissingle
way of life, -'Dr. Kameswar Das
Retd. Prof.

(e) 'In al question of palitics
Chilarai possessed an overwhelming
influence and he was the moving
spiritin every adventure” - Gait

(5) ' As a military prodigy
Chilaral had demostrated his supe-
rior strategic geniousand the unfail-
ing striking power of thekoch army.
The vast country bounded on the
west by the country of Mithila, on
the east by the extreme frontier of
Assam, on the north by the lordly
Himalayas and on the south (near
Chittagong) by the shoresof the Bay
of Bengal, was conguered by his
powess - Dr. Nagendra nath
Acharyya, Retd. Reader. GU.
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3 SR oifeenac [feq w1 Iz
91 (iRl | SR e (v99 Wee “ The
inhabitants of various parts of the
Bod (Yibel) country wereknown as
Boddo - Ficha or Bodo-cho
(Ficha-chechildren) or the children
of the Bod country and were later
known simply as the boodo or the

Bodo. Some of them however, re-
tain the name of the particular por-
tion of the country from which they
arrived at alater date. (1948 :15)

Te FIF g (99 o9, The
Bodos are the race of the Mongolian
people Who are described as the in ha-
bitants of a country north of the
Himalayas and west of china. Thisis
Known as Bod. The Word Bod is sup-
posed to mean ahom land. Itisalso said
that there were many parts of the coun-
try known as Hae Bod, Kur Bod etc
(2004:01)

S e 9ife o 12 @T (|
S, derives the word 'Bodocha from
Buddha-cha. By Bodocha, he meansthe
childern of Buddha or Buddhism.
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Maches are popularly known as Bodo
or Boro. ItwasB. H. Hodgson who first
dicoverd the word Bodosou the meches
of Darjeeling district in 1846 where
writting about them. Since them the
word Bodo has been used as a generic
tern to denote the different branches of
the Mech language. (1903:111:11)

G2 CFaS FoF (D) FRpIes R
{1 41 SIIEal, KO 1R, e, (b, se: (Fea),
ZJeR I SR 00! I (PR I
TO? (OSCENF J2& 0T Al AWM AR
Z(ENE (OEE A0T! w23 | Wifer [Py
SRS 2 9 7/ AN 00!
W AW G I IR S RIS
0Tl e YR | RORE (FIHoReTs Fog
TifeTgl Wi 3foxie Tolefel SR T TR
&6 T& TR DARRCE AT TS
T S FECZ |

TTHR FANE SR i 26!
saifaw faRes, NI FE SCEI7E
fogeast S ST a3 =GR TINFe
FRCZ— 0T | T OIS FRIFT AT, TR,
Sl SN SRR 4[| 92 AEeie SN
seisfee AfeesHses 0T, &5, e,
5@ GFIFR SR TR M@ S FRCE,
% (OGNS I AT ST 471 =GR
i @ft TN wig e (Fize widie F3w
AT S | @ NG IR FRCE
G e e apecared | fees wifes

(20O IS 7A@ (@ AfsorFeal
e i sifeTerlR GRE giEed 4
TG | SRICS gl qce! Afers M
STRRAIRERIT 103 AT S i Srifoq 92
©& JIferd INg 9 eIl (FI6
RN o2 e B e ©aie 52|
T Y o AT eI FT @RIE |

OO AN @2 (PRI WS GBI
PETS IO ISR OIF PGl Srigel et
FAG ARER 27 T2 ATFE Fi5feq
faifife #ie —“Among the tibeto Bur-
man People the Bodos were most pow-
erful. They built strong Kingdoms un-
der different names, the chutiyas, the
kacharies, the koches etc. The Bodo
Folks who live to the west of kamrup
District are called Mech. Those who
lived in and to the east of Kamrup Dis-
trict are called Kacha or Kacharies.
(1940: 42)

e QoIS sfes v [fafe R
J9I (199 WCs, The important group of
the tribes of the Tibeto, Barman were
known as Bodos forms the numerous
and important section of the non aryan
people of Assam. The Bodo group of
thetribesincludesthe koch, the kochari,
the lalung, the Garo, the Rabha, the
Tippara, the chutiyaand theMaran. The
Bodo group of people who live to the
west of the present kamrup District are
called Mech. Those of them who live
in and to the east of District Kamrup
are called Kachari (1969:7)
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A Glimpse on The
History of The Koches

Books on political history of
Assaminvariably devoteachapter tothe
koch dynasty. Thechapter usualy starts
with Bisu or Biswasingha, whoissaid
to be the founder of the koch dynasty
(Gait, E.A History of Assam, 1926: 48;
Baruah, K. L. Early History of Kamrup
1966 : 189). This fact by implication
cut short the koch political history to
16™ century and downward. But schol-
ars do not seem to be unanimous ei-
ther about the founder of the 16" cen-
tury koch dynasty or about it beingthe
only koch dynasty. There are scholars
who are of the view that there existed
koch kingdoms prior to the rise of the
16th century koch kings.

Some scholars are of the view
that the 16th century koch power has
not sprung up suddenly. It was the re-

X Sibendra Narayan Koch

sult of along drawn preparation which
dates back to 6™ century B.C. (Dr.
Chatterjee, kirataJanakriti 1974: 111).
Dr. Chatterjee believes that centuries
beforetheriseof the 16th century koch
power there were a number of koch
Chieftainshipsor principalitiesduring
the period of 1250to 1500 A.D. Who
Werein occupation of the entire coun-
try from the Bharali to the Teesta and
karatoyaand beyond, probably includ-
ing Dingjpur, who vied with each other
specialy among the koches of Hgjo,
Kamataand koch Bhihar for supremacy
intheregion (Dr. Chatterjee, ibid: 111;
114-115). Dr. Acharya holds that dur-
ing this period there were most power-
ful and independent koch chieftains
who united themselves under the au-
thority of Hajo (Dr. Acharyya, N.N.,
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M.H.A., 1966:188). Western scholars
of eminence like Hunter and col.
Dalton areof theview that it wasHgo
who established the 16th century koch
kingdom on the ruins of the Kamrupa
Kingdom (Hunter, W.W. Statisical Ac-
countsof Bengal, Val. X:1973:80; Col.
Dalton, E.T. Tribal History of N.E. In-
dia 1973:87)

Dr. Buchanan has spoken about
a short Government established by
Chandan and Madan at the close of the
15th century; which was said to have
lasted only for 8 years (Martin, M.,
EasternIndia, 1972: Vol. 111: 413 Dr.
Acharyya, ibid). Dr. Buchanan believes
it wasonthefall of Chandan that Hgjo
rose to power (Martin, ibdi, Dr.
Acharyya, ibid). But Chandan and
Madan are said to be the half brothers
of Bisu, who ascended the throne of
chiknai by 1510A.D. defeatingitsruler
(Sanydl; C.C., TheRgjbanshisof N. B.,
1965:5). If Chandan and Madan were
the half brother of Biswa Singha, itis
not believablethat their maternal grand
father could be any potential, power at
that old age to rise as unifying force
only after his grandon Chandan. So a
correct chronology seems to be that
either Chandan succeded to their ma-
ternal grand father Hajo peacefully or
that they snatched away the throne of
their grand father defeating or perhaps

killing himasMr. Sanyal recorded that
Chandan ascended the throne of
Chiknai defeating its ruler (Sanyal,
ibid). It was after the death of Chandan,
that Bisu or BiswvaSinghaissaidto have
ascended thethrone of koch kigdom by
1515 A.D. (Gait. ibid:48) or by 1530
A.D.( Bhattacharjee, S,N., Moghul
NLE.F. policy. 1929 : 77). All these
factstendto show that BisvaSinghawas
not the founder of the 16th century
koch kingdom though he might have
beeninstrumental in consolidationg the
16th century koch power; for which
preparation were said to be going on
from 6th century B.C. (Dr. Chatterjee.
ibdi) or alternatively from the time of
Sankaladip as col. Shakspear believes
that the history of the koch startsfrom
the time of Sankaladip (Sarkar, A.C.,
Koch Rajbansi. itihas, 1969:33-34).
There are diputes about the ra-
cial identity of Bisu's father Haria
Mandal. Heis generally believed asa
Mech by race because he was Mandal
of the 12th Mech families of Chiknai
village. The twelve Mech familes he
presided over are Panvar, Phedela, Phed
Phedu, Barihana, Kathia, Guabar,
Megha, Baisagu, Jagai, Gurikata,
Jugabar and Dakharu. Inthislist of the
12th Mech families of Chiknai village
neither the name of HariaMandal nor
the name of his father Dambabu ap-




pears. This fact shows that Haria
Mandal was neither aman fromthevil-
lage Chiknai nor the Co-villager of the
twelve Mech familiesshose Mandal he
was. This makes us to draw an
irresistble inference that he did not
belong to the Mech tribe since he was
not a part of those 12 Mech families
of village Chikna. So Haria Mandal
seems to belong to the tribe of hisfa-
ther-in-law Hajo, and he hasnot given
hisdaughter in marriage to aMech but
to aKoch but for wrong translation of
the sanskrit word Mlecheha of the
Kalika Puranas (K.P. 77/30) by
Suryakhari Daivajana the koch Haria
Mandal becameaMech. Thekoch his-
tory of this parts need correction asan
untruth is sought to prevail upon the
truth basing upon alegendary taleof the
Parasu RamaandtheHa Hai Kshatriya
Sahasrarjunato which we cannot cloth
with any history.

We have stated earlier that ac-
cording to some scholarsthere existed
koch kingdom or kingdoms much ear-
lier to that of the 16" century koch dy-
nasty. But thebooksof history of Assam
aresilent about the Kochesprior to the
16th century. Sankaladip of 7th ceutury
B.C. isundoubtedly one of those who
Is said to be a Koch chieftain but not
given any space in the Assam history.
Heissaid to have established the capi-

tal of Gaur in Bengal and his son
Rohiteswar the Rohtag Forth in
Haryana, Heissaid to have comefrom
koch which is interpreted by Gait as
Kamrupa. (Gait, ibid:20). This shows
his empire extends from Assam to
Haryana

Narakasura is one of the mon-
archs who is believed to have ruled
Assam. Our historians appear to bevo-
ciferous and loud mouthed to call him
asthe Narakaof the Ramayana. But the
Ramayana seems to be very specific
which saysthat pragjoytishpuraof the
Ramayana situates on the west of
Kiskinda, Tapti etc. But wedo not find
any place ontheeast of Assamtoiden-
tify such countriesor rivers. Soif there
was any Naraka who ruled Assam he
seems to be the Naraka of Kalika
Purana, whom Dr. Kakati called a po-
litical upstart from Mithilawho ruled
Assamin between 200to 500A.D. (Br.
Kakati, The Mother Goddess
Kamakshya, 1961:29-30) Narakawas
said to bethe son of Vishnu and brought
up by Janaka. But his caste identity is
known asBhaumai.e. the son of Bhumi,
earth. Thistellsusin avery uncertain
terms that Naraka came of a matrilin-
eal society. Socially the Koches are
also found to be matrilineal (Martin.
M., Eastern India, Vol. [V: 1972:538).

Mr. J.D Andersonisof theview
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that ‘thefamous shrine of kamaksa was
“the old capital of the koch monarchs,
now known asGauhati or Gauhéti” (Rev.
Endles Thekacharis. 1975 : XVIII). of
the Assam monarchs who had made
Kamakshyaor Gauhati or Gauhati their
capital and about whom we can be sure
or was Narakasura. The toponyms
kamakshyaand Gauhati are constitued
out of the koch elements. 'Kama is a
name of akoch clan. Koch clan name
Kamaissuffixed by thekoch word'Sal
which meams chil, younger, junoir etc.
And became Kamasaln Assamessibi-
lant 'S becomes X' such as '‘Bengali
Barisha bacames barixain Assamese.
So the koch kamasa became Kamaxa
which when pronounced by the non-
AssameseAryanit becamesKamakshya
as Assamese ‘X' becames 'kh' to non-
Assamese. Thuskamakshya, Kamaxa,
Kamasa. Thetermkamasaisacompara-
tiveterm in relation to Kamatawhich
meansbog kama. Soit appearsinolden
daystwo kamahousesof kochtribeused
to rule western Assam one was known
askamata, senior or older kamaand the
other kamasa younger or junior kama
(koch, S.N., The Role of theKochesin
shaping the history and culture of N.E.
India, an unpublished paper read in
Gauhati Anusandhan Samiti Seminar on
29-10-83). The term Gauhati is a hy-
brid formation of the sanskrit word

Guha, Cave, Suffixed by thekochword
i, water, Gauhati, cave water. This
seemsto relate to the underground wa-
ter of kamakshya tample (koch. S.N.,
ibid). All these seem to justify the
statement of Mr. Anderson that Gauhati
was the old capital of the koch mon-
archsthough we know nothing of such
koch monarch asthe history of Assam
tells us only about Chiknai and koch
Bihar and not beyond.

Speaking about thekochesDr. H.
H. Risly and Mr. Baverly held that the
koches had been in the Ganges plain
when the Solar and L unar races estab-
lished Magadhaand Mithilakingdoms;
where from they were driven to the
swamps and jungles of kamrupa
(Choudhury. H.N., koch Bihar Estate,
1903: 123-124). Koch residence in
Gangesplain seemsto have been proved
by the fact that they were referred so
asKuvacha Kamboja, Kavacha, Kavasa
inthe Rg. Veda, and the Brahmanasand
Puranassuch asKausitaki and Aitereya
Brahmannas, padama puranasetc. There
isasoaplace 14 milesaway from Gaya
which is known as koch (Martin, M.,
ibid, vol 1:62). In Satpatha Brahmana
two Asurawords are quoted 'He lava,
Ha laval These two words are koch
words meaning (here | am being) of-
fered, (here | am being) offered of
(land is being) taken, land is being)
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taken. All therefactsundoubtedly prove
that prior to their coming to kamrupa
the koches were thre in the Gangetic
plain.

Thefounder of the Mlechhady-
nasty Salastambhaissaid to be one Sal
koch of the village Salkocha near
Bilashipara under Dhubri District
(Sarma, S.N., Goalpara Zilar itihas,
1976'40). Hisdynasty claimsto belong
to Bhauma clan to which clan Naraka
belonged. Were the Mlechhaking and
Naraka same tribe? If so did they be-
long to the koch tribe? The questionis
neither easy nor free from difficulty.
But the following facts tend to show
that itsanswer isone of positive.

Naraka came from the country
fromwhich thekochesarealso belived
tohavecomei.c. Gangesvalley. Naraka
came from a matrilineal socity as he
took the clan of hismother and not his
father to which system kochesarewed-
dedtracesof whichisstill extantin N.E.
India. Oneof thekings Sdastambhaa so
claimsto belongto Narakasfamily. We
know no koch monarch who had his
capital at Gauhati or Kamakshya. Link
between the koch and the Kamakshya
isone of non-severable. Naraka stime

is seen to coincide with Sangal or
Sankaladips time. So it appears that
Narakabelonged tothekoch tribe.

In Assam we also had palady-
nasty who are believed to be high cast
Hindu kings. The recent discovery of
short Bangarh inscription shows
Rayapaa, Narayan palaand Nayapaa
ruled Gaurain the secand half of the
tenth century A.D. Assam palakings
also came' to power by the end of the
tenth century A.D.i.e. by 985A.D. The
three pala kings of Bangarh inscrip-
tions are described as the sons of the
Kambojasisidentified asthe koches
(Dr. Chatterjee, ibid:113; Dr. Roy
Nihar Ranjan, Bangalir itihas,
1980:54, Dr. Mgumdar, R.C., Bangla
her itihas, 1974: 60). The Assam pala
kings also claim to be the member of
great Bhauma dynasty. Thisfact too
seemsto support our contention that
the founder of the Bhauma dynasty
was a koch, though it is open to re-
verse this view on further evidences
contrary to what we have stated but it
seemsto usthat in compiling the his-
tory of Assam the pointsraisedinthis
paper may give acluefor further in-
vestigation.




The Language and Culture
of Koch Rajbonshi

The Language and Culture of the
Koch-Ragbongshisaretotally different
from the language and culture of
Assamese, Bengdi, Hindi and Nepdli in
the respective states as well as the
country. The Rajbongshi language,
which was adopted as the officia lan-
guage of the state during the reign of
Maharaja Naranarayana(1540-
1584AD) and Chila Ray in the 16th
century, has been whole heartedly ac-
cepted by the people of the region till
now irrespective of their caste-creed
and religion. Noted historian A.C.
Choudhury claimsthat the language of
the letter written by Maharaja
Naranaraya,emperor of Koch Kingdom
to Sukhampha, the king of Ahom King-
dom in 1555 AD was Rajbongshi be-

= Koch Rajbonshi Cultural Socirty

cause at that time neither A ssamese nor
Bengali language emerged. In modern
perspective, it was Grierson who for
the first time used the terminology
“Rajbongshi”. He wrote, “when we
Cross the river(the
Brahmaputra)coming from Dacca we
meet awell marked form of speechin
Rangpur and the districts to its north
andeast. Itiscalled“Ragbongshi.” (LS|
V.-I,P-1, P-153). According to 1891
censustotal Rajbongshi speaker inthe
entire north east India was approxi-
mately 35,90,341. Unfortunately, it has
been so far ignored by the Assamese
and Bengali intellectualsand concerned
authorities of both central and state
government. Notwithstanding, the
people of theregion are culturally and




emotionally integrated with thetune of
thevariousnativefolk instrumentslike
the Bena, the Dotora and the Sarinda
across the states of Assam, West Ben-
gal, Bihar, Meghalayaand even Nepal
and Bangladesh irrespective of their
statehood and nationhood. These
peopleinherit acommon cultural heri-
tage. It isthe culture of the son of the
soil, the culture of indigenous ethnic
group Koch-Rajbongshis glorified by
theelevated history of Koch-Kingdom
and presently spread over in three coun-
tries-India, Nepal and Bangladesh and
indifferent geographical background it
is popularly known as Rajbongshi
Culture(Assam & West Bengal, Nepdl),

Koch-Rajbongshi Culture
(Assam,Nepal), Koch
Culture(Meghalaya), Goalparia
Culture(Assam), Rangpuria
Culture(Bangladesh), Vaoaiya

Culture(West Bengal), Suryapuri
Culture(Bihar)etc. The organizations
are demanding for recognition of
Rajbongshi language in the 8th sched-
uleof the constitution of Indiaand ini-
tiative from the central Govt. for sci-
entific study of the language being'sit
one of the ancient languages of India
and used asan official languagein the
16th century Koch Kingdom where
pioneer of Assamese literature
M ahapurush Srimanta Sankardevaand

some others continued their literary
career and regarded by some scholars
as the paternal language of Assamese
and Bengdli, whereasthe Govt. of Nepal
has already recognized it. Whatsoever
theintroduction of Rgjbongshi language
inprimary level education intheKoch-
Rajbongshi dominated areas are very
necessary so that they can obtain pri-
mary education intheir mother tongue.

Koch-Rajbongshi Tradi-
tional Costume:

“Patani”/“ Phota’ isthetraditiona
dress of aK och-Rajbongshi woman. It
is produced in handloom at home in
different colours. According to Dr.
Dipak Kumar Roy there are fifteen
types of patani and they are
Saishyaphuli, Ghuni, Dhala, Dhalakaa,
Bulukdhala, Maldoi, Toroiphuli,
Chikonpair, Doraduri, Saada,
Ghugupari, Chotapari, Suryapuri,
Chotari and Guthaotha. This form of
dressis antique and it is claimed that
thereference of Patani isalso available
intheancient book “Manashakabya’ by
Mankar in the anecdote of Behulaand
Lakshindar. According to Dr. C.C.
Sanyd-“ A Rgbans womanishappy with
Phota(Patani). Thisisacoloured cloth
of Five cubitslongand 2.5 cubitswide.
This shetiesjust above the breast and
it hangs down up to the knees. Thetwo
ends of the Photaare not sewn together.
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It is an open cloth. Within the last 10
years Photaisgoing out of the market.”

Angchaisthetraditional dressof
K och-Rajbongshi gentleman. Itispro-
duced in handloom at home in differ-
ent colourswith 6 feet of length and 3
feet wide. Gamcha is a rectangular
piece of cotton cloth produced in
handloom specially yellow in colour.
It has a great significance among the
Koch-Rajbongshis which is tradition-
aly regarded as a matter of practice
and dignity and used asatowd . Pachara
isatypeof shawl used by both man and
woman folk of Koch-Rajbongshispre-
paring it in handloom specially with
cotton or Eri silk yarn. Besides these
some other traditional attiresof Koch-
Rajbongshisare- Dagla, Parna, Khetar-
parna, Kheta, Kabwos-kapur, , Andee-
pachara Urna, Jol-gamchaetc.

Ornaments  of
Rajbongshi women:

The Koch/Rajbongshi women of
Assam, West Bengal, Bihar, Nepal and
Meghaayado wear someextraordinary
ornaments of different designsin dif-
ferent parts of the body such as-ear,
nose, neck, wrist, waist, arm, ankle,
finger,toe etc. along with their tradi-
tional attiresin order to get better the
personality and attractiveness. These
ornaments are basically made of gold,
silver, copper, Brass, shell etc. These

Koch/

areasfollows.

Ornaments of wrists &
arms(Bracelet): Bala, Kharu, Bauti,
Kangkon, Ggjora, Sompanji, Bgu, Baas
Patari etc.

Ornaments of neck(Necklace):

Suryahar, Siklihar, Chandrahar,
Machihar, Kathimalahar, Sikahar,
Takachara, Madhumaa, Kuchiyamarhar,
H a s h u I i ,
Kathikalamal a,powal mala,gotmal a,
Monihar, Chick, Gajmatihar,
Kawasmala, Dulaimala, eshahar etc.

Ornaments of nose:

Phul, Nelok, Notho, Solia
Notho, Bali, Phurkuri, Nataya,
Naakdhosaetc.

Ornaments of ears:

Onti, Makri, Machipat, Guiji,
Chaki, Kaanbali,Shatkori,
Faasti,Khirol,Paasha, Chokiaétc.

Ornaments of waist:

Got, bat etc.

Ornaments of ankles(Anklet):

Theng kharu, Baagh kharu, Paar
kharu, Char kharu, Mol, Powpata

Ornaments of fingers & toes:

Aangti, Paiso, Pgor, Panjaetc.

Religious Belief and Festivals:

Lord Sivaand Goddesses Parvati
are the supreme deities of the Koch/
Rajbongshis. Magical beliefs and
superstititions are prevalent among
them. They believein the existence of
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spirits and worship Masan. They also
worship collectively inavillage* Gram
Puja’ or “GarjaPuja’. After al, along
withthe Hindu God and Goddessesthey
worship their traditional folk deities
with the accompaniment of traditional
folk songsand dances. Oneof the popu-
lar folk deities of the Koch/
Rajbongshi’s Manasha/Bishohari Puja.
Different folk traditions and songsre-
lated to it are- Padma Puran or Maroi,
Baashi Puran, Bhasan Yatra, Bishohari
Gan etc. Some other folk deitiesof the
Koch-Rajbongshis are- Asangar Puja,
Sonaray Thakur, Kati Puja, Baas Puja
Hudum Puja, Trinath Puja, Shitli puja
etc. Theseare more often accompanied
by their respectivefolk songs.
Bishuaisthefestival of spring for
the Koch-Rajbongshis. It starts on the
last day of chait(14th April) and con-
tinues for aweek. Along with joy and
merry making profound spirituality is
consistent in it. They organize Mela
(Fair) in different temples during the
time and perform Kushan Nritya(afolk
drama basically from the tale of the
Ramayana). TheKamakhya Mahamaya,
Aisakati, Aibhandani, Bagheswari,
Madanmahan are some of the temples
inlower Assamand North Benga where
K och-Rajbongshi peopletraditionally
worship. Besides this the Koch-
Rajbongshis observe Kati Gocha,

Domashi, Mohoho, Auri Maga, Charak
Puja, Kali Puja, Madankam Puja,
Gorokshanath Pujaetc.

Some other folk song and dances
of the Koch-Rajbongshisare-

Goalini Nritya, Chor-Chunni
Gan, Palatia Gan, Bhawaiya Gan,
Dotora Danga Gan etc. These are re-
lated to the socia life of the people.

Traditional Folk Musical In-
struments of the Koch-Rajbongshis

Dotora, Dholuk, Khol, Sarinja,
Aktara, Behela, Bena, Khorkha, Aktaa,
Khamak, Khapi, Ghau, Majughat,
Ghugura, Nupur, Manjura, Mukh-Bashi,
Pat-bashi, Sanai etc.

Koch-Rajbongshi Agricultural
equipments:

Nangal, Jungal, Moi, Dakhura,
Beda, Hachini, Dakhala, Dao, Kodal,
Okhana, Kachi, Khonta, Pachon, Kula,
Daa, Tukuli, Doan, Changali, Banikati,
Aluakhererbani, Gorumokha, , Chinka,
Baunka, Jongbaunka, Chaklajhapi,
Bhalukjhapi, Gharghora, Lathi, Baltung,
Kekradao, Dakhura, Dakhla, Okhna,
Jhatkabanni etc.

Koch-Rajbongshi Matrimonial
Stuff:

Topa bhar, Janani bhar, Lakhol
bhar etc.

Koch-Rajbongshi Traditional
Fishing Tools:




Jakhai, Kholai, Polo, Jhokra,
Tepa, Thosha, Thushi, Henga, Tenga
Barshi,Dan Barshi, FultaBarshi, Tapka
Barshi, Fool Barshi, Kheuali Jall,
Churpi, Jathi, Kocha, Thorka, Jhati Jall,
Aachara Jall, Falas Jall, Chak Jall,
Khogak, Jhakrakata, Jhoka, Cherak,
Cherka, Kaichal Dori etc.

Koch-Rajbongshi Traditional
Wine Preparing Stuff:

Jata, Tokra, Jonga, Thoka, Hari
etc.

Koch-Rajbongshi Traditional
Hunting weapons:

Chikar Jall, Jathi, Khapor,
Dhenuk, Tir, Shashar Fand, Lohar Funth,
Kushibari, Nishuda Funth, Ghugur
Funth, Bagula Funth, Bagh Dhenuk
Funth, Daylang Funth, Kora Pakshir

Funth, Shikia, Surpi etc.

Traditional Household Materials
of the Koch-Rajbongshis:

Sum, Gaain, Dheki, Kula, Doll,
Doan, Beter Palla, Bichon, Guwabhuka
sum, Fayta, Kharom, Paror Baha, Topa,
Hoka, Silim, Gorur Sanjar, Gorur Dari,
Chagoler Dori, Gomna, Pura, Shukati
Thoba, Chuner Chunga, Lau Tokra,
Shidol Chunga, Cheka para, Theng
muchaPesta, Gobar Fal Tenga, Dakhili,
Landuru Dori, Gorur Khuti, Chagoler
Khuti, Dao Dharani, Dari Palla, Jakhla,
Nati Khila, Dorirakha Fengta, Dokhola
Pira, Ghata, Ghutuni, Guwabata, Tuchi,
Chekna, Jata, Tokra, Gorur Mokha,
Paanpara Topa, Maaldang, Kalshi,
Taamjhak, Utkun, Shinka, Gomukha,
Takuraetc.




The origin and development
of Koch culture

22nd Febraury is the Biswa
Mahabir Chilarai Divas. Inthisyear
of 2016, Consortium of Koch Royal
Familiesisarranging the celebration
of the day in co- operation with
other Koch-Rajbonsghi ethnic out-
fits. Here, it isworth mentioning that
segments of peoplewith Koch Cul-
ture are spreading over in the In-
dian states of Assam, Meghalaya,
Tripura, West Bengal, Bihar and in
Sikkim. In Padma river catchment
areaof Bangladeshandin Himaayan
countries of Nepal and Bhutan,
Koch people are having permanent
habitations.

It appears that, historically
Koch Cultureistheresult of asplen-
did renaissance of universal Hindu
values and ethos during late Medi-

2. Dr. NagendraNath Sarmah

eval periodinthehistory of Eastern
South Asia. It had housed al faiths,
beliefs, ways of life and people of
all segmentsin our oriental society
aswell asthe Muslims,

After the dismemberment of
Pala Kingdoms in Eastern South
Asia the area was truncated into
small principalities headed by
Bhuyans, petty chieftains. During
13th century, one Sandhya Rai es-
tablished Kamata kingdom cover-
ing present North Bengal, a part of
Bangladesh and Western part of
present Assam. But, in the year of
1494, the Nabab of Bengal, Hussain
Sah attacked the country and thelast
king Nilambar was defeated and
killed. Again, anarchy was prevail-
ing for afew years.
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In the year 1515, Biswa
Simha emerged as powerful king.
He extended the boundary of his
kingdom to Bornodi in the East, and
Korotowatowards the west. He es-
tablished a capital in present Koch
Bihar. However, at the time of his
coronation, he proclaimed himself
as the sovereign monarch of
Kamatapur.

Biswa Sinhaestablished dip-
lomatic relationswith nine countries
of the subcontinent and had matri-
monial interrelation with the royal
families. The countrieswere- Nepal,
Gaura, Kamrupa, Kashmir, Kashi,
Sonitpur, Mithila, Kalingaand one
hill country. Biswa Sinha, being a
Kshatriya in disguise before being
themonarch, had hisall political sa-
gacity as an elite. He sent two of
his sons Malladeva and
Suklladdhwajafor higher studiesin
Kashi Vidyapeeth. Both the broth-
ers became well versed in Sanskrit
and developed the caliber of ex-
pressing higher thoughtsin Sanskrit
rhymes. They learnt all Hindu edicts
of SukraNity, laws of Bharadwaja,
Jagyawalka and Kautilya's
Arthasastra. They alsolearnt the art
and science of war and peace.

After the demise of Biswa
Simha, Nara Simha, the eldest son
of Queen Ratnakanti assumed the
roya power in the capital. But on

receiving the information,
Naranarayana and Suklladdhwaja,
sons of Queen Hemaprabha and
Padmawati respectively rushed to
the capital. On a struggle, Nara
Simha had to quit the capital and
fledto Nepal. Later on, hewas cho-
sen by the Bhutanese peopleastheir
King. Naranarayana ascended the
throne of Kamatain the year 1540.
Chilarai extended all sorts of sup-
port in that occasion. And he was
put asthe commander-in-chief and
Yuvarg of KamataKindom.

Here, itisworthy to mention
that, Biswa Simha had a conflict
with Ahom king and had to retreat
from Bhairabkunda of present day
Udalguri district. Naranarayanaand
Chilarai took up the issue to fight
the Ahoms. Accordingly, they col-
lected a huge defensive and offen-
sive force with more than 60 thou-
sand infantries and 52 thousand
water-way fighters. They were
equipped with various types of
weapons and carriers as well as
boats. Hundreds of elephants and
thousands of horsesweretrained up
for the war. The rising of such a
huge army and navy in Kamata be-
came a murmuring news in neigh-
boring countries. Asin earlier me-
dieval India, the lesser chieftains
used to have the protection of pow-
erful political umbrellas; even dur-
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ing the 16th century such political
environment developed in
Brahmaputra, Barak and along the
catchment area of Padma river.
However, Ahoms were very much
adamant and had prepared them-
selvesfor war withthe Kamataarmy.

Naranarayana entrusted the
duty of constructing a road from
Koch Bihar to the boundary of
Ahom Kingdom along the foothill
of the Himalayas. Gohaikamal
started his work and the Bhuyans
and chieftains along the foothills
extended all co-operation in devel-
oping theroad within oneyear. Next
year, Suklladdhwaja, with hisabout
60 thousand soldiers marched to-
wards the East gradually. All the
Bhuyans, Bhutanese and even
Dafalas accompanied the Kamata
soldiersto fight the Ahoms. After a
tough struggle, Ahoms had to re-
treat and approached Chilarai for
peace. Besides various provisions
inthe agreement, whole of theNorth-
ern belt along Brahmaputra was
seeded to Koch kingdom. A num-
ber of roya belongings, function-
aries and experts had to be given to
Chilarai for having peaceful behav-
ior withtheAhomsintheyear 1562.

After the fall of Ahoms,
Suklladdhawaja’'s army cracked
down the kingdoms of Kachar,
Manipur, Jayantiya, Tripura,

Srihotto, Khoiram (a khasi state)
and Dimoriya. Thus, Naranarayana
with  the assistance of
Suklladdhwaja, as general in com-
mand became the imperial head of
Kamata or Koch kingdom.

Being resourceful,
Naranarayana emerged as the cen-
ter of attraction for security and
multi-dimensional upliftment. He
not only constructed “Gohain
Kamal Ali” but more roads in dif-
ferent stations of his administra-
tions. In his capital too, a lot of
structures were built. For the wel-
fare of the people, he patronized the
learned personalitiesto develop in-
stitutions of Guru-Sisya system of
Indian origin. He patronized the ex-
perts of human health aswell ason
veterinary science. He encouraged
learning and creation of literary
worksin Sanskrit aswell asinlocal
languages. Pundits form Kashi,
Gauraor Bengal and from Kamrup
weregivendl facilitiesfor accultura-
tion of their knowledge.

It is very important to note
that Mahapurush Sankardeva,
M ahapurush Madhabdeva,
Damodardeva, Harideva,
Bhattadeva, so to say almost all
Vaishnavite saints and Gurus were
patronized by king Naranarayana
and yuvara] Suklladdhwaja or
Chilarai. Though most of them were
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from Ahom Kingdom; only for pro-
tection and patronization al of them
had to take shelter under the um-
brella of Koch political power. All
the medieval Vhaishnavite literary
works were practically composed
in Koch kingdom. So was the case
with Sanskrit works completed by
the Punditsin his court.

The Satraand Namghar sys-
temsaswell asthevillage adminis-
tration was also re-organized and
encouraged by Koch king
Naranarayana. He also donated
Brahmottara, Devottara and
Dharmottara land to the respective
Brahmins, templesand Satras. Dur-
ing Naranarayanastime, Kamakhya
and Hoygreeb Madhaba temples
were rebuilt besides other temples
in Koch Bihar, Jalpaiguri and undi-
vided Gowalparadistrict.

However, after Naranarayana,
the country was divided into two
major parts- Koch Bihar and Koch
Hajo. But, during 40 years of
Naranarayana's rule from 1540 to
1581, the oriental culture adopted
by the great monarch wasfollowed
and practiced by the lesser kings
within his domain; even Ahoms
started worshipping Goddess
Durga and used to have priest from
Koch kingdom. Jayantiyas, though
they were mostly the hill-people;
they adopted almost all the cultural

aspects of the Koch.

The king of Dimoriya and
Rani were not sanguinely related to
the Koch dynasty, but they also
adopted most of the Koch culture
in the pattern of their faiths, beliefs
aswell asin genera behaviors.

The greatest influence of the
rule of Naranarayanawasthe devel-
opment of identity as belonging to
Koch community by different eth-
nic groups by articulating the cul-
tural aspects. Even after subjugation
of eastern India by the British be-
tween 1826 and 1830, the progenies
of Koch dynasty used to patronize
the cultural aspects of their forefa-
thers. It was continued till the abo-
lition of Zamindari system by inde-
pendent government of Indiain the
year 1951.

At present Biswa Simha's
progenies are therein Cooch Behar,
in Punga of Bangladesh, in Bijni,
Sidli, Beltola, Darrang, Khaspur and
in Lakhipur of Assam. The families
thereinthose placesarestill keeping
and articulating the cultureenunciated
by Biswa Simha, Naranarayana,
Suklladdhwaja and others. They do
hopeto uphold, theuniversal ancient
Indian culture of Sarba Dharma
Samabhawaaswell aswelfareof al
beingsinthisplanet which wascher-
ished by Naranarayana, the
Dharmarajaof Kamatapur. m
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WHAT DOES GENETIC
STUDIES ON KOCHES REVEAL?

Studies on Koch population un-
dertaken by variousresearchers, histo-
rians, British administrators turned
ethongraphers, etc have put the status
of the Kochesin ambiguity for quitea
long time. Thereexist diverseview on
the ethnicidentity of the Koches. Some
have argued that they are admixtures of
various tribes and some believe that
they aredistinctively Mongoloid. Also,
the usage of both the terms Koch and
Rajbanshi to denote the same ethnic
group has made many researchers cu-
riousin the recent past.

However, biologica anthropolo-
gistsexpertisinginthefield of genetic
study, in recent times seem to have
made amajor headway on the study of
various ethnic groups particularly

. Anuj Chowdhury

K ochesand have answered many long
standing questions on their origin, ge-
neti c background and whether the Koch
and Rajbanshi belong to the same eth-
nic group or are they different. Re-
cently apaper published inthejournal
Annals of Pharma Research titled
‘Comparative Analysis of the ABO,
KIR and HLA Loci among the
Rajbanshis of North Bengal' authored
by Guha, P, Srivastava, S.K, Das A,
Bhattacharjee, S, Haldar, B and
Chaudhuri, T.K, cameupwithvery in-
teresting finding's on the Rgjbanshis of
North-Bengal, which constituted the
samplesof theresearch. The Rajbanshi
samples were screened from the Teral
and Dooars region of Coochbehar
(26°20'N and 89°32' N and 88°46'E) dis-




trictswhich arelocated in the northern
region of the state of West Bengal.

Some highlights of thefindings
aregivenbelow :

1) Out of 78 samples taken O
blood type has the highest number of
representatives (28), followed by B
(25),A (18), and AB group (7) respec-
tively.

1) ABO blood group systemin
the Rajbanshis implies their Mongol -
oid connection.

iii) Blood samples of the
Raj banshiswas compared to other eth-
nic group like Koch, Garo, Rabha,
Oraon, Munda, Kharia, Meitei,
Rajasthani. After comparion with all
thesecommunities, it was observed that
the genetic markers of Rajbanshis ap-
peared in proximity to the Koches. The
blood samples of the Koches were
taken from Goal paradistrict of Assam.

Iv) Rabha population which is
generally considered to be genetically
related to the Koches, shows greater
distances.

Another paper written by Guha
P, Bhattarcharjee S, Nayak C.R,
Chaudhuri T.K in HumImmunol titled,
Sudy of the KIR gene profiles and
analysis of the phylogenetic relation-
ships of Rajbanshi population of West
Bengal, India, marked that, "the

Rabanshisof North Bengal region have
specific KIR genotypes that were
found intheTibetan popul ation and have
not been reported in any Indian popula
tion group.”

Thus, study on genetic identity
in recent years disapproves several
theories that have been proposed by
variouswriters, historians and ethnog-
raphers. Firstly, it definitely negatesthe
theory given by Risley (1891) and
Delton (1872) who are of the opinion
that the K ochesbel ong to the Dravidian
stock. It also disapproves the popular
discourse of Endle (1911) who had
classed the Rabhas, the Meches,
Dhimals, Koches, Dimasas, Hojais,
Laungs, Garos, Hgongsand such other
tribes within the fold of the Bodo race
because genetic markersamong Rabhas
and Koches, when compared, showed
huge differences, It also disapproves
(Das1981) assumptions that the
Koches are a conglomeration of vari-
oustribesthat were convertedinto Hin-
dusand inthe processbecame admixed
with certain caste groups. The study on
genetic markers hold true for histori-
anslike Hodgson (1874), who said that
the Koches belong to the distinctly
marked type of the Mongolian family
but hisother viewslike Rabhasbel ong-
ing to the Great Koch or Mech isin
sharp contrast to the current genetic




studiesundertaken. Andlastly compar-
ing the genotypes of Rajbanshis of
North Bengal and koches of Goalpara,
Assam suggest that these are one eth-
nic group and not two different com-
munities asfew believeit to be dueto
thelr political inclination. What we can
conclude here is whatever reference
today'sresearchers draws, mainly from
the colonia ethnographers or politi-
cally biased authors needs to be
relooked, re-examined and verified.

References:

* Dalton, E. T. 1872. The de-
scriptive Ethnology of Bengal.
Calcutta: Govt. Printing.

* Das, B. M. 1981.
Brahmaputra vally Population. New
Delhi: Kitab Publishing House.

* Hudgson, B. H. 1847. The
First Essay on the Koch, Bodo and
Dhimal Tribes. Calcutta: Baptist Mis-
sion Press.

* Endle, S. 1911. TheKacharis.
Delhi : Munshiram Monoharlal.

* Ridey HH. 1891. The Tribes
and Castes of Bengal, Calcutta: Firma
KL Mukhopadhyay.

* Guha, Das, Bhattacharjee,
Hadar & Chaudhari. 2013. A Compara
tiveAnaysesof theABO, KIRandHLA
Loci among Rajbanshisof North Ben-
ga Region, India. Annals of Pharma
Research, 01 (01), 18-24.

* Guha, Bhattarcharjee, Nayak &
Chaudhuri. 2013. Study of theKIR gene
profiles and analysis of the Phyloge-
netic Relationships of Rajbanshi popu-
lation of west Bengal. India, Human
Immunol, 74, 673-680.

Anju Choudhury isaResearch Scholar
at the Centre for Study of Social Ex-
clusion and Inclusive Policies at the
Tata Institute of Social Sciences,
Mumbai




A BRIEF HISTORY OF
PANGA ROYAL FAMILY

= Sujit Narayan K oer

Theorigin of Panga Dynasty is
associated with Nrisingha (also known
asNaraSingha), thefirst sonof Maha-
rgjaViswaSingha, thefounder of Koch
Dynasty in present Northeast Indiaand
parts of South Asia. About 550 years
back, thisDynasty (later PangaPargana)
wasformed by Nrisinghain Kurigram
District of present Bangladesh. Before
the Partition of the Indian sub-conti-
nent, it was in close relation with
Coochbehar, Dhubri, Goalpara and
Bongaigaon of present Assam. Thedy-
nasty and the general inhabitantsof this
areahave got common cultural heritage
with present West Assam and North
Bengal which once formed the histori-
cal Kamatapur kingdom.. PangaRajas
were K och Rajbongshi.

MahargaViswaSingha washborn
inor around 21 March, 1502 and died
in or around 1552. According to his-
tory, this dynasty was formed by Raja
Nri Singha(Narasinha), the eldest son
of Mahargja Viswa Singha. He was
learnt and devout, and given to Asceti-
cism on hisfather’sabdication. Hetoo
renounced the throne in favour of his
younger brother, Pargana Pangawhich
formed part of the District Kurigram
(previously a subdivision of Rangpur
District). Successor of thethrone, Rgja
Anirudhha(King of Panga) waskilled
in a battle by Akbar’s general Alikuli
Khan (Sher Afghan).

Approximately three genera-
tions ago, Raja Kamal Narayan took
reign of the Panga Dynasty. Heand his




wife Rani Laxmipriyahad no child. Rani
Laxmipriyaadopted ason fromthevil-
lage Baidyer Bazar. Hewas our grand-
father Ragja Debendra Narayan Koer.
Raja Debendra Naryan Koer married
Rani SargjupriyaDebi who hailsfrom
Zamindar of Laxmipur (Barataraf), un-
der the District of Goalpara, Assam.
Her father’snamewasKhagendraRam
Chowdhury. Zamindar KhagendraRam
Chowdhury had eight children includ-
ing two daughters, Rani Sargjupriya
Debi of Pangaand Rani BanalataDebi,
wifeof RgjaAjoy Narayan Deb of Sidli
(Bidyapur).

Raja Debendra Narayan Koer
had two sonsand adaughter. They were
Kumar SachindraNarayan Koer, Kumar
Birendra Narayan Koer and Protiva
Debi, respectively. SachindraNarayan
Koer married Mrinalini Debi of
Kumarpara, Guwahati. Birendra
Narayan Koer married Rekha Rani
Debi of Gauripur Zaminder family.
Protiva Debi later got married to
Kumar Bhupendra Narayan Deb of
Mangadai, Assam.

Raja Debendra Narayan Koer
did a lot to educate the people of
Panga. He established ahigh-school in
1939 after the name of her mother
‘Rani LaxmipriyaUchaBidyaai’. The

school still provides education to
thousands of boys and girls. Raa
DebendraNarayan Koer played ama-
jor role in establishing the famous
Carmichael College (Rangpur) which
wasnamed after Lord Carmichael. The
PangaRoyal Family also brought about
changes in modern agriculture and
farming within the entire Rangpur re-
gion. Hisson SachindraNarayan Koer
wasthefirst to introduce mechanized
cultivation with the help of tractors
and power tillersto augment the agri-
cultural production.

After the Partition of Indiain
1947, Panga Pargana was physically
isolated from other Rajas and
Zamindars of India who were their
close relatives. Again, this family
struggled during the Liberation War of
Bangladesh in 1971. Houses were
looted and destroyed badly, leaving no
placefor shelter. Most of thelands be-
came Khas unscrupulously. Thiscalls
for the need to do something to save
thisroyal family.

Now it hasdawned on usto save
our heritageand cultureaswell assave
the royal families before we fade in
the history. Descendents of the royal
families should feel proud of their an-
cestors.
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A roya renaissance

It waslikewalkingintoamovie
set, a place so dramatic in its natural
form, it seemed surreal. Both alluring
and bewitching, the monumental
structure of the ‘rajbari’, set under an
azure blue sky with the enthralling
green cover of the garden serving as
the foreground left me mesmerized.
Wrapped in atimewarp, it’sthe story
of an empire that haslong since been
lost in the sands of time. It’sthe story
of an empire that was once the cradle
of power in south east Asia.

Cooch Behar is situated in the
north-east corner of West Bengal state
of India It is bounded by the district
of Jalpaiguri in the north and north-
west, state of Assam in the east
(bounded by the districts of Kokrajhar

¥ Dr. Arijit Bishnu

& Dhubri in Assam) and the Interna-
tional Border in the form of Indo-
Bangladesh boundary in the south and
south-west. Beside thisbounded area,
there are enclaves which are outlying
and detached tracts of land situated
inside Bangladesh.

Thistown was once a princely
state ruled by the Koch Dynasty who
are an indigenous tribe to this part of
Bengal. In ancient times, aterritory of
Kamrup existed in the region where
the city of Cooch Behar now stands.
Sculptures and coins excavated from
different parts of the region stand tes-
timony to that. The region was ruled
by variousrulersof Koch Dynasty till
the 18th century when it wastaken over
by the British. Till 1949, Cooch Behar




wasaPrincely Stateruled by the'Koch'
Kings of Cooch Behar, who had been
afeudatory ruler under British Gov-
ernment. By an agreement dated 20th
August, 1949 the king of Cooch Behar
ceded full and extensive authority, ju-
risdiction and power of the stateto the
Dominion Government of India. The
transfer of administration of the state
to the Govt. of India came into force
on 12th September, 1949. Eventually,
Cooch Behar was transferred and
merged with the province of West
Bengal on 19th January, 1950 and from
that date Cooch Behar emerged as a
new District in the administrative map
of West Bengal. However, thedistrict
of Cooch Behar had been created with
the same areaand boundariesastheold
state of Cooch Behar. In course of
time, Cooch Behar has been trans-
formed from akingdom to a State and
from a State to the present status of a
district.

Cooch Behar hasnever beenthe
most favorite destination for Indian
tourists. Be it the indifference of the
communists who ruled Bengal since
independence, or the recklessways of
the latter descendants to the throne,
the city seemslacking the charm, the
charismathat the aesthetics of such a
historical place demands. But after
decades of pillaging and plundering,

the Archaelogical Survey of Indiahas
seized control of some of the impor-
tant monuments and have tried to re-
store them to their former glory.

The ‘rajbari’ was the first of
them | arrived at after | reached Cooch
Behar. This magnificent palace was
built by the famous Koch king Maha-
ragja Nripendra Narayan, who is also
known as the modern architect of
Cooch Behar, in 1887. From thefron-
tal facadeitsalf, it wasobviousthat the
structure wasidealized from architec-
ture of classical Europe during the
period of Italian renaissance. | have
visited the royal palaces of Jaipur,
Mysore and a few more. But the
Cooch Behar palace carvesout aniche
of itsown, adeparture from the usual
Mughal and Rajputana style that is
prevalent in india. Complete with a
Durbal hall, a dancing hall, billiards
room, library and ladies gallery, though
centuriesold, the palacestill bearsthe
grandeur and charm; with each brick
becoming astory teller, each door un-
folding to its own share of history.
Some are of the opinion that it's built
on the outlines of the Buckingham
Palace, London and is a remarkable
example of the classical Western style
of architecturewhich wasprevaentin
that time. Most of the partsinsidethis
pal ace have been turned into amuseum
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and houses all the artifactsand bel ong-
ings of theroyal family.

The royal palace isn’t al that
thereistothecity. Any trip to the pal-
ace would be incomplete without a
visit to the Madan Mohan temple. A
pristinewhite structure, Situated inthe
heart of the Cooch Behar town, it was
Constructed by Maharaja Nripendra
Narayan during 1885 to 1889. The
deities include Lord "Madan
Mohan" that islord Krishna, whoisthe
‘kul-devata of the Koch dynasty, "Ma
Kali",“MaBhavani". Itisbelievedthe
king and theroyal family used to cel-
ebrate the festivities like durga puja,
kali puja, etc herealong with their sub-
jects. It isamonument which hasover
a period of time started representing
the culture of Cooch Behar. The eve-
nings are full of locals and tourists
alike, and it has become a common
meeting place for the locals. On the
occasion of Rash Pujathe traditional
Rash Yatra Festival along with Rash
Melais held in this temple which is
among the biggest festivals of North
Bengal. Apart fromthisthere are other
temples such as Baneswar Temple
dedicated to Lord Shiva,
Ardhanariswar Temple, etc. Some of
thesetemplesarevery ancient and are
worth avisit dueto their ssmplistic but
elegant architecture.

Inthisgrand fest of culture and
history, | decided to side step from the
hustle and bustle of the city, and de-
vote a day to the side scenes, some
explorations and stories, and pro-
ceeded to Madhupur satra. During the
reign of Naranarayan and Chilarai,
Srimanta Sankardeva, the greatest
Vaishnavite saint from the north east,
sought refuge in their kingdom from
unprofessional elements elsewhere.
Being satisfied with theideol ogies of
Sankaradeva, king Naranarayanahon-
ored him with praises galore. He
awarded himwith revenuefreelands,
including the place wherein the present
madhupur satra stands. Although the
original shrinewasfirst establishedin
aplace called bheladoba, but after the
demise of Sankaradeva, the areawas
washed away by floods and the entire
satrawas shifted to Madhupur. Now,
Madhupur satra has become a centre
of tourist attraction. The satrastill has
on display the possessionsof Srimanta
Sankardeva, such as his dlippers, the
bottle of ink and pen he used to use,
and some of his manuscripts. For the
Vaishnavite fraternity, Madhupur is
considered to be something divine.

Back to the city, although quite
well planned, but the traffic makesiit
impossible to negotiate through the
narrow lanes. But even so, a drive
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through the city is enough to see the
impact the Koch kings had in shaping
the city. From collegesto hospitalsto
administrative blocks, all buildings
built with impeccable styling and de-
sign, commissioned by the kingsthem-
selves. Some of the well decorated
ones are the Maharagja Club, which
used to be the go-to place for leisure
and games for the royal family.
Maharana Gayatri Devi, rgimata of
Jaipur, learnt to be an excellent rider
and polo player in the grounds of this
very club. And also ‘rani bagan’, which
during the royal era was used as the
cremation centre of the members of
the royal family. The ambience here

was so sereneand still that evenawhis-
per would be aninfringement. In Ben-
gal, lakes are known as ‘dighi’ and
thereforetheir namesalwaysend with
a‘dighi’. ‘Sagar Dighi’ is one of the
largest amongst them and another
beautiful attraction; it was dug in the
days of maharajas of Cooch Behar as
a source of water. Now, it attracts a
large number of migratory birdsevery
winter. It is surrounded by many im-
portant buildingswhichwerebuilt dur-
ing thetimethe Mahargjasruled.
There are so many moreimpor-
tant buildings and structuresthat have
faded into oblivion. Asday meltsinto
night, the eternal crimson ball starts
drowning in the sea. The grandeur of
this wonderful empire could not last
forever. The buildingswere damaged,
statues were defaced, temples were
razed. But even with all this carnage,
they could not erasethegrandeur of this
place. Althoughtheroya kingsandtheir
descendants no longer enjoy the rega
lifestyles of their forefathers, Cooch
Behar isseeing arenaissance of itsfor-
gotten glory. Patronshaveturned custo-
dians, and members of the aristocracy
are taking it upon themselves to bring
theroyal heritage back to spotlight. And
dowly this epic is being recreated yet
againanditsresultsarebeing playedin

front of our eyes. m



R -~~~ = === === === ===

PANGA KOCH ROYAL FAMILY

M ahar aj a Biswa Singha (king Kamatapue)
Maharaja Naranaiayan (king Kamatapue)

Mahar aja Laxmi Narayan (king Koch bihar)
Mahar aja Bir Narayan or Byashketu (king Koch bihar)

RajaM adhusu<|3|an (1st Panga king)
2nd Raj a Pashupati

39 Raja Nrisingha Jumar Mukunda Kumar Harebishnu ~ Kumar Uday Narayan
Deo Narayan Deo Deo Deo Kumar Laxmi Narayan
. | D
4" RajaBasudev Narayan %
_ I
5" Raja RamchandraNarayan
I I I
6" RajaKarali Narayan 7" RajaKappardi Narayan
I I I
Kumar Kapin KumarKam  Kumar KrishnaNarayan

Narayan Narayan

Kumar Kirti Narayan

8" Raja Kapil Narayan
9" Raja Pratap Narayan
10" Raja KandarpaNarayan

I |
11" Raja Shiv Narayan 12" K umarj MohinipriyaDevi
13" RajaKaliprasad | swar

I [ |
Kumar Kabindra Kumar Shibendra Kumar Gajendra 14" Raja Kamal

Narayan Narayan Narayan arayan
[ | I
Kumar Bhairav 15" RajaJogendra 16" RgjaDebendraNarayan K oer
Narayan Narayan Kumar SachindraNarayan K oer




SIDLI KOCH ROYAL FAMILY

Maharaja CIfi knaNarayan Dev

Maharaja Shylamak Narayan Dev

M ahar aj a BishwasinghaNarayan Dev

M ahar aj a Samudra Narayan Dev
I
M ahar aj a Bhujyu Narayan Dev
I

M ahar aj a Shi Imbhu Narayan Dev

Mahar aja Mahat Narayan Dev
I
Maharaja Sulndar Narayan Dev

MaharajaLaxmi NarayanDev Kumar Mahi Narayan Dev  Kumar Gandark Dev

I ) Kumar Devi Narayan Dev
Maharaja Uday Narayan ~ Kumar KhargaNarayan |

Dev Subha = 1
| Maharagjalndra Kumar Darpa Narayan
. . Narayan Dev Nagjir Deo
MaharajaSurjya i 3
Narayan Dev
| | | | Kumar MahendraNgjir
e Sh;/qam e Chandra - e Har Narayan Kumar Narendra Narayan Najir
aray arayan irNarayan -
e REENAFA Kumar Golok Narayan Ngjir
Narayan
wumar PYithi Narayan wumar JOY Narayan Maharaja Gauri Narayan
Dev Dev

[ I I
Raja Bishny Narayan Dev Lalit Narayan Dev Krishna Narayan Dev Niranjan Narayan Dev

Kumar

Kumar

Kumar

Raja Abhay Narayan Dev

Raja Ajit Narayan Dev

fr i
LR




CHRONOLOGY OF DARRANG KOCH ROYAL FAMILY

Dhrama Narayan

Mahendra Narayan

Chandra Narayan

I I
Indra Naraya}n Surjya Narayan
I I |

AdityaNarayan Mod Narlean DhairjyaNarayan Dheer Narayan

DurlavNarayan  Bishnu NarayarMahat Narayan Hem Narayan

Hansa Narayan SamudraNarayan
|

[ L Hay Narayan
Jagat INarayan Krishna Narayan

[ 1
GajendraNarayan  BalindraNarayan
UmaNarayan

Prem Narayan

GandharbaNarayan ! !

L axmi Narayan Bhog Narayan  Bhuban Narayan

! | |
BrajendraNarayan Khagandra Bhupendra Narayan
Narayan Dev Dev

IndraNarayan
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CHRONOLOGY OF

KHASPUR ROYAL FAMILY

NARANARAYAN
UNDIVIDED KOCH KINGDOM
1540-1586

v
KHASPUR KOCH KINGDOM, SILCHAR
KAMAL NARAYAN -1614

v
UDIT NARAYAN

N2
BIJOY NARAYAN

N
DHIR NARAYAN

N
MAHENDRA NARAYAN
N2
RANJIT NARAYAN
N
NARA SINGHA
N2
BHIM SING

v
KANCHANI DEVI




1. RAGHUDEB SON
OF CHILARAI
1581-1603 A KOCH
PARIKHIT NARAYAN | | HAJO
1603 AD

BIJINI KOCH KINGDOM
1. BIJIT NARAYAN 1671 AD

N N%
2 JAY NARAYAN 8. AMRIT NARAYAN
3. SIV NARAYAN 9. KUMUD NARAYAN
4. BIJOY NARAYAN 10. RANIABHAYASWARI
5 MUKUNDA NARAYAN 11. JOGENDRA NARAYAN
6. HARIDEV NARAYAN 12. BHAIRABANDRA
7 INDRA NARAYAN NARAYAN, BHUP BAHADUR
1956 A.D.
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This Bank is by the People...... Of the People
For the People of Assam...... For All the Banking Needs

Expeditious Fund Transfer facility through
RTGS / NEFT.

g Bank has introduced ATM facility

All Branches of the Bank under CBS fold

”Eé Locker facility also available...

67 YEARS OF ITS SERVICE
one  TOTHE PEOPLE OF ASSAM .

Account
with Multi
Benefits
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The Assam Co-Operative Apex Bank Ltd.

9 H.O.: Panbazar, Guwahati; Tel : (0361) 2545092 /2515013 (O) Fax : 2545097
i e-malil : acab_gha@yahoo.com, website : www.apexbankassam.com




